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1. Paradox

2. Passion
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An Examination of the Conflicts between the Humanistic
Thought of the Bahar Circle and the Theory of Existential
Concomitance in Transcendent Philosophy

Marzieh Hatef"

Undoubtedly, in the contemporary era, exposing the limitations of Western
philosophy in explaining the truth of the human being is essential. In this regard,
drawing on the capacities of Transcendent Philosophy to critique anthropocentric
discourses can be illuminating. Modern humanism, and consequently the perspective
of the so-called “Bahar Circle” as a philosophical approach, places the human being
at the center of the universe and maintains that there is plurality in the concept of God
and that the meaning of divinity is dependent on the human being. By contrast, the
theory of the “existential concomitance of the Real,” grounded in the philosophical
principles of Mulla Sadra, regards God as the center of existence and emphasizes the
unity of the reality of existence and gradation in the manifestations of the Real. This
study, while elucidating the intellectual foundations of these two perspectives,
analyzes the opposition between the anthropocentrism of the Bahar Circle and the
God-centered orientation of Islamic philosophy. It argues that, owing to its adherence
to Western schools of thought, the Bahar Circle faces serious challenges in various
epistemological, theological, political, and social domains, whereas Mulla Sadra’s
theory is fully consistent with religious foundations and the objectives of the Islamic
Revolution. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, the present study seeks to
analyze these two perspectives and examine their implications.

Keywords: humanism, Bahar Circle, existential concomitance, Transcendent

Philosophy, Mulla Sadra.

U Part-time Faculty Member, Fatima al-Zahra (PBUH) Institute of Higher Education in
Islamic Studies, Khorasgan, Isfahan, Iran.
Email: maedehhatef1391@gmail.com ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0002-1650-701X



114 {® Abstract

The Characteristics of Intellective Immaterial, Imaginal, and

Material Existents in Islamic Philosophy

Shahab al-Din Vahidi Mehrjerdi”

Ehsan Kordi Ardakani™

The study of immaterial and material existents and the identification of their
characteristics is an important issue in Islamic philosophy. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method, this study seeks to provide a precise account of the
immaterial and the material and to examine the characteristics shared by, and
distinctive to, intellective immaterial, imaginal existents, and material existents. In
this regard, different approaches can be found in the Peripatetic, llluminationist,
and Transcendent Philosophy traditions, with much of the disagreement
concerning the recognition and acceptance of the imaginal realm. Rejecting the
existence of an imaginal realm, Peripatetic philosophers restrict immaterial
existents to intellective immaterial existents. By contrast, Illuminationist and
Transcendent philosophers, through accepting imaginal existents, regard
immaterial existents as encompassing both imaginal and intellective existents.
Accordingly, differences can be observed among these traditions in their
definitions and accounts of the characteristics of immaterial and material existents.
Keywords: Islamic philosophy; immateriality; imaginal immateriality; intellective

immateriality; material existent.
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Aristotle’s Disagreement with Plato on the Account of Human
Virtues and al-Farabi’s Influence from Aristotle

Mohammad Ali Nouri"”

What is commonly discussed and understood in ethical writings under the
heading of human virtues is generally restricted to moral virtues, understood as
habits and dispositions of the soul in performing good actions. Plato identifies
four virtues—wisdom, courage, temperance, and justice—in relation to the three
faculties of the human soul, namely reason, anger, and appetite. Muslim
philosophers after al-Farabi, influenced by this view, regarded these virtues as
the “cardinal virtues” and examined them together with the subordinate and
related virtues. Aristotle, and following him al-Farabi, by accepting the division
of the virtues of the human soul into intellectual and moral virtues, regard moral
virtues not as constituting all the virtues of the soul, but only as a part of them,
grounded in intellectual virtues. In their view, intellectual virtues are divided
into virtues of theoretical intellect and practical intellect, while the virtues of
practical intellect are further divided into phronesis and techne. Moral virtues
are actualized under the guidance and management of intellectual virtues. The
present study seeks, by focusing on the views of Aristotle and al-Farabi and
clarifying their accounts of human virtues, to provide a better understanding of
these virtues and their interrelations and thereby to contribute to the further
development of discussions in practical philosophy from this perspective.
Keywords: practical philosophy, faculties of the soul, moral virtues, intellectual

virtues, Plato, Aristotle, al-Farabi
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A Conceptual Reconstruction of the Problem of Faith in the
Thought of Kierkegaard and Allameh Mesbah

Mohammad Hossein Mirderikvandi"”

Allameh Mesbah Yazdi and Sgren Kierkegaard represent, respectively,
rationalism and fideism within the context of philosophical theology. Each
thinker develops his theory on the basis of a number of concepts, and
understanding their respective positions depends on a careful analysis of these
concepts. Such conceptual analysis provides a sound basis for understanding
and justifying their theories. Indeed, both Kierkegaard and Allameh Mesbah, on
the basis of the preliminary conceptual analysis they undertake, proceed
correctly in the subsequent stages of their reasoning and formulate their theories
consistently with their respective foundations. If reason is understood as an
outward-oriented faculty that apprehends the external world but lacks access to
the realm of the inner self, and if the will is regarded as constitutive of human
beings’ humanity, then faith, insofar as it is to constitute the principal stage of
human existence, should not be regarded as something attained through reason
but rather as a product of the will. Conversely, if reason, despite its limitations,
is understood as capable of disclosing the truths of the world, and the will as a
prerequisite for every voluntary act—including faith—then faith should
naturally be regarded as simultaneously grounded in reason and free choice.

Keywords: reason, will, faith, Sgren Kierkegaard, Allameh Mesbah.
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The question of the wisdom of the Necessary Existent has long attracted the
attention of Muslim philosophers. Addressing this issue is essential because
divine wisdom concerns the stage preceding creation and the very origination of
divine action, and is therefore regarded as one of the most fundamental issues in
Islamic philosophy and theology. In the author’s view, it is more fundamental in
this respect than the question of divine justice, which concerns the stage
subsequent to creation. Early Muslim philosophers such as al-Kindi and Ibn
Rushd focused primarily on the manifestations of God’s wisdom. In al-Farabi’s
works, however, there are also indications of a conceptual account of divine
wisdom. Ibn Sina was the first philosopher to provide an extensive conceptual
elaboration of God’s wisdom. Subsequently, this view received attention from
Suhrawardi, Mulla Sadra, and their followers. The views of Allameh Tabataba’i,
as an interpreter of Transcendent Philosophy, are of particular significance in this
regard. In explaining divine wisdom, he approaches the issue from two distinct
perspectives: one aligned with Muslim philosophers and the other closer to the
views of theologians. From a theological perspective, Allameh maintains that
God’s action is identical with wisdom and that it does not derive from an
independently established expediency; rather, God’s action itself brings about
expediency. From a philosophical perspective, in his glosses on al-Asfar,
following Mulla Sadra, he regards divine wisdom and providence as arising from
three divine attributes: knowledge, causality, and satisfaction. Shahid Motahhari
also devoted considerable attention to the wisdom of the Necessary Existent. His
account of divine wisdom is based primarily on Peripatetic philosophy and
Transcendent Philosophy; nevertheless, the breadth and depth of his treatment
indicate the distinctive significance of his views on this subject.

Keywords: divine wisdom, Allameh Tabataba’i, Shahid Motahhari.
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definition which primarily concerned with explicating concepts, ultimately yields
nothing more than general and theoretical definitions. This approach faces
serious shortcomings, including its neglect of non-permanent attributes in
changes of qualitative identity and the lack of correspondence between
theoretical definitions and objective reality. Since definitions should take into
account the "becoming" and "change" in the realm of existence, functional
definitions can provide a way forward insofar as they are capable of attending to
these two dimensions. By taking into consideration the temporal and spatial
situatedness of things, functional definitions can explain how things come to be
what they are, and in accordance with the intended direction of the development
of a phenomenon, make it possible to intervene in and modify it. Moreover,
functional definitions prevent the emergence of value-neutral knowledge and
materialistic relativism. Using an analytical-critical method, this article examines
theoretical definitions and explains and analyzes the possibility—and indeed the
necessity—of formulating functional definitions and their various functions.

Keywords: definition; theoretical definition; functional definition; logic;
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